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Abstract 
We tend to shift our attention to wherever other people are looking, a phenomenon 
known as gaze-driven attentional orienting (Driver et al., 1999; Friesen & Kingstone, 
1998).  Gaze triggers attentional orienting primarily due to its social importance, and 
the reflexive shift of attention in the direction of another person’s gaze is widely 
documented (Friesen, Ristic, & Kingstone, 2004). Although much research has 
investigated the facial stimulus used to trigger orienting and how features of the face 
affect gaze cueing, few studies have examined the characteristics of the observer and 
how this might impact gaze driven attention.  The present research used the gaze-
cueing paradigm (Posner, 1980) to investigate whether the personality of the 
observer would influence reflexive orienting to gaze cues, and whether the 
observer’s personality characteristics would interact with stimulus characteristics 
such as perceived social dominance (experiment 1 and 2) and emotional expression 
(experiment 2) to impact the magnitude of the gaze cueing effect. Both reaction time 
and accuracy to a briefly presented target letter were measured to assess the 
magnitude of gaze cueing.  The results showed that observer personality did not 
impact the magnitude of gaze cueing, although the effect of extroversion approached 
significance. Interestingly, the results also indicated that while dominance affects 
reaction time it does not affect accuracy. The effect of social dominance on gaze 
cueing was modulated by extroversion. Experiment 2 showed that emotional 
expressions did not influence gaze cueing magnitude, nor did emotional expression 
interact with either personality or perceived social dominance.  The results  provides 
some very preliminary suggestions that certain personality characteristics are 
associated with stronger gaze cueing and the effects of observer personality on gaze 
cueing magnitude should be further explored.  
EYE	  OF	  THE	  BEHOLDER	   5	  
 
 
Table of Contents 
Copyright Acknowledgement	  ..........................................................................................	  3	  
Abstract	  ...............................................................................................................................	  4	  
List of Tables	  .......................................................................................................................	  6	  
List of Figures	  .....................................................................................................................	  7	  
Acknowledgements	  ............................................................................................................	  8	  
It's all in the eye of the beholder: The effects of personality on the social 
orienting of attention	  .........................................................................................................	  9	  
The importance of gaze	  ...........................................................................................................	  11	  
Gaze Cueing	  ...............................................................................................................................	  12	  
Social Dominance and Gaze Cueing	  .....................................................................................	  13	  
Emotional Expressions of Facial Stimuli on Gaze Cueing	  ..............................................	  14	  
Observer Characteristics	  ........................................................................................................	  15	  
Experiment 1	  ....................................................................................................................	  19	  
Method	  ...............................................................................................................................	  19	  
Participants	  ................................................................................................................................	  19	  
Apparatus and Stimuli	  ............................................................................................................	  20	  
Pilot Testing of Face Stimuli	  ..................................................................................................	  21	  
Materials	  .....................................................................................................................................	  22	  
Procedure	  ...................................................................................................................................	  23	  
Results and Discussion	  ...................................................................................................	  24	  
Experiment 2	  ....................................................................................................................	  27	  
Method	  ...............................................................................................................................	  29	  
Participants	  ................................................................................................................................	  29	  
Stimuli	  .........................................................................................................................................	  29	  
Procedure	  ...................................................................................................................................	  29	  
Results and Discussion	  ...................................................................................................	  29	  
General Discussion	  ..........................................................................................................	  36	  
Limitations	  .................................................................................................................................	  39	  
Future Directions	  ......................................................................................................................	  40	  
Conclusion	  ..................................................................................................................................	  41	  
Appendices	  ........................................................................................................................	  42	  




EYE	  OF	  THE	  BEHOLDER	   6	  
List of Tables 
Table 
1. 





















EYE	  OF	  THE	  BEHOLDER	   7	  
List of Figures 
 
Figure 





EYE	  OF	  THE	  BEHOLDER	   8	  
Acknowledgements 
I would like to show my greatest appreciation to Dr. Lisa Jefferies I can’t say thank 
you enough for her tremendous support and help. Without her encouragement and 
guidance this project would not have materialized. I am grateful for her constant 
support and help. You’re really an amazing supervisor. 
 
I would also like to thank my fiancé for being so loving, supportive and for always 
being there for me, and for flying to Perth just to keep me company. You’re the most 
beautiful and kind person I have ever met and I’m so grateful for everything you’ve 
done for me, including helping me with the formatting for the thesis. Without you 
Microsoft word would still be a mystery to me. 
 
Shirley, Hilary and Dogancan thanks for being there anytime, day or night when I 
needed someone to talk to. Thanks for all the advice and feedback on my thesis 
drafts, I know I sent quite a few. 
 
And to the most amazing friends Mandisa, Jeanette, Caryl and Ben for always being 
encouraging and cheering me up. 
 
Lastly, I would like to thank Jeya Devi, you were the closest thing I’ve ever had to a 
real mother, and I really miss you. 
 
 
  
